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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

This evaluation is conducted in accordance withlLte on Higher Education and Research of
the Republic of Lithuania (30 April 2009 No XlI-24®)hich established the “principles of
guality assurance in higher education and reseant’in accordance with the “Procedure for
the External Evaluation and Accreditation of Stirlpgrammes” approved by Order No ISAK-
1652 of 24 July 2009 of the Minister for Educatiand Science of the Republic of Lithuania
(Official Gazette 2009, No 96-4083). It takes due cognisance ofQh#er of the Minister for
Education and Science approving the general regeinés of the first degree and integrated
study programmes (9 April 2010 No V-501) pursuanérticles 47.8, 48.3 and 48.7 of the Law
on Research and Higher Education of the Republlatbtiania QOfficial Gazette 2009, No. 54-
2140) and also takes due account of the Order efMimister of Education and Science
“Concerning Approval of the Pedagogues’ Trainingg#ations” No. V-54 of 8 January 2010
and subsequent amendments (12 December 2012 Np42)-1

An External Evaluation Team (hereinafter EET) hasducted an Evaluation of Pre-school
Education Study Programme (state code 621X20@t3).ithuanian University of Educational
Sciences (LEUS). In conducting their evaluatiorthed Study Programme, EET have acted in
compliance with the “Methodology for Evaluation Higher Education Study Programmes”
(Order No 1-01-162 of 20 December 2010 of the Dieof the Centre for Quality Assessment
in Higher Education) as well as being guided by 8tandards and Guidelines for Quality
Assurance in the European Higher Education Area

The External Evaluation was conducted in the peAodust 2013 to October 2013 with in-
country evaluation taking place during the perigdQctober 2013 to 19 October 2013. The
Evaluation included a one-day field visit to LUES feriday, 18 October 2013.

This report does not paraphrase or re-presenttiigerof information presented in the Report of
the Self-Evaluation Group (hereinafter SEG). Indtaa focuses on issues raised in the Self-
Evaluation Report (hereinafter SER) as well asnmigisome issues not addressed in the SER but
which came to the attention of EET during the ceun$ the Team’s time in Lithuania, and,
specifically, during the course of the field visit.

In addition to its examination of the SER, EET eotked information, data and evidence on

which to base its conclusions in the course ofitid visit through meetings and other means:
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e Meeting with administrative staff of LEUS

e Meeting with the staff responsible for the preparabf the Self-Assessment Report

e Meeting with teaching staff

e Meeting with students

e Meeting with graduates

e Meeting with employers of those who have gradu&tad the programme

e Visiting and observing various support serviceagstooms, library, computer services,
staff developments, laboratories, etc.)

e Examination and familiarization with students’ fimeorks, examination material.

At the end of the field visit, the initial impreesis of the team were conveyed to the teaching

staff of the programme.

We would like to express our appreciation to ththarties of LEUS for the manner in which
we were made welcome and for the manner in whichgaeries and our exploration of various
key issues were addressed in a professional antiveosay by those with whom we came in

contact at the University.

The EET would like to pay tribute to the Centre @arality Assessment in Higher Education in
Lithuania and most especially to AgmamosSiinaite for all of the support given to EET before

and throughout the visit to Lithuania.

[. INTRODUCTION

The SER notes that the Masters-level study progmanire-school Education has been
implemented in in the Faculty of Education of u#imian University of Educational Sciences
(LUES) since 1994, and has been registered sin®&.1Bhe Faculty of Education offers 14
Master’'s programmes, (the SER tells us 13 but EB3 wformed during the visit that there are
14 Masters programmes in the Education field iis #aculty) in addition to 8 Bachelor's
programmes. In 2011 the Faculty of Education was lwut of the Faulty of Pedagogy and
Psychology and the Institute of Cultural and ArtduEation. This was in order to improve
organisation and management quality. In additi@sed on the Resolution of the Parliament of
Lithuania No. XI-1398 of 19 May 2011, the name oinius Pedagogical University was
changed, the new name of Lithuanian University db&ational Sciences and the new Statute
were approved. The University has 7 Faculties afrs®tutes and the Faculty of Education has
9 departments and three laboratories, the StudymRob Pedagogy and the Institute of

Educational Research, which hosts the School ofddalcStudies in Education.
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The study programme to be evaluated is the onhsph@ol education Master study programme
in Lithuania. According to the SER, the earlier estpassessment of the Master study
programmePre-school Educationvas carried out in 2005. The international exmgdup

proposed full accreditation for the study programrhberefore, the study programme was

granted unconditional accreditation until the nexternal assessment

The SER gives details of the changes that have bemte after the above mentioned expert

assessment in the Master study prograrRneeschool EducatianThey are the following

Due to changes in documents that regulate Lithuahigher education:
a) The change of the title of the study programroenfPedagogy of Pre-school Education
to Pre-school Educatian The title was changed reregistering the studygm@mme
according to the newly approvédist of Study Areas and Fields in which Studieg ar
Offered in Higher Education Institutions and LigtQualification Degrees{the Resolution
of the Government No. 1749 of 23 December 200930dh0. The study programme was
registered under the study field ‘Education Scief@@1X20000)’; therefore its title had to
comply with the study field.
b) Transfer from Lithuanian credit system to ECTiHie changes inLaw on Higher
Education and Research of RI95 str. 2 d.) Zin., 2009, No. 54-2140) resulted i
introduction of ECTS into the Master study progragfPne-school Educatiod September
2011. The changes were registered in the CentreQiaality Assessment in Higher
Education (SKVC) in 2011.

Changes introduced striving for higher quality tfidies, for integration into European Higher

Education Area, striving for more intensive intetinaal mobility of students and teachers:
a) Striving for international mobility of teacheesd students, for an increase in open
character of studies and realising principles addidr accumulation, the module-based
structure of the Master study programfre-school Educationvas introduced. The study
subjects were joined into the study modules buhgba in the study subjects were minimal
and did not exceed the allowed 30 percent.
b) The learning outcomes of the study prograntPne-school Educatiorwere clearly
formulated, which was missing in the study prograraasessed in 2005.

Changes, introduced striving for better addressshgeeds of the labour market and students.
a) Two most topical specialisations were left ie #tudy programmaea) specialisation of
consultant on quality of pre-school education cwldm and b) specialisation of

management of pre-school education institutions.
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Recommendations of external assessment were tateacicount:
a) To introduce the study module of Education Ma@amagnt. The module of specialisation
of Management of pre-school education institutimas introduced.
b) Attempts to increase higher scientific leveMdster papers.
c¢) Improvement of provision of studies with ICT.

d) Better linking of practice and theory.

EET is pleased to note that the SEG has analysttiséed the changes that have been made to
the programme. This indicates the ability to tdke societal changes into account when

developing the programme. It also shows the wiliegs to learn from the feedback provided.

. PROGRAMME ANALYSIS

1. Programme aims and learning outcomes

2.1.1 As to whethethe programme aims and learning outcomes are wetlefined, clear and
publicly accessible, the SER gives the followingfiormation.
The SER describes the following aims of the PrescBducation programme:

To train a Master in Education, who is able to perf as:

e pre-school education analyst-researchetho is able to independently create and apply
efficient and research-based strategies for impnarg of quality of children education
and who creates new possibilities for self-educatibpre-school children;

e consultant on quality of pre-school education cuurtum, who is able to manage quality
processes of development and implementation ofviaiiive educational programmes and
models;

e leader in pre-school educatipnvho identifies priorities in education and isiaetin
development of policy on pre-school education.

In the study programme analysis Section 1 Relevamck Justification of aims and intended
learning outcomes of the Master study programmehef pre-school education, the SER
presents the following points: the aims; the dewpetb competences; the learning outcomes;
professional activity areas of the specialistsgdiin the assessed Master study programme Pre-
school Education, and their aims and intended iegrautcomes of the study programme and
study modules learnt; the results of research ofepsional activities that justify topicality of
intended learning outcomes; compliance of learnmgcomes with legal acts and other
regulations that provide for academic and profesdiaequirements and requirements for
gualification of trained specialists; data on peiedty of revision of learning outcomes,
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participation of social stakeholders; sources, wherogramme aims and intended learning
outcomes are announced, other ways of informind, tae study programme among the other
programmes of the same study field provided byhigler education institutions. The aims are
related to both education policy making and artuaté of lifelong learning and awareness of

students' position in working society.

Accorging to the SER, the aims are meant to supeciures to deepen students’ knowledge of
the field of pre-school education and equip pgrtiots with the requisite advanced knowledge,
understanding and skills to carry out educatioredearch using traditional and emerging
research designs informed by a critical awarenédewelopments at the forefront of policy and
practice in pre-school education. The particulasgpgmme aims are designed to broaden the
researcher role to include a critical understandintpe issues in the context of both practice and

policy in pre-school education.

The SER also presents the following competencesctmaply with those acquired in the second
study cycle and qualification Level 7: subject sfieccompetence in pre-school education;
scientific researcher competence; competence ofsuttamt on educational programme
development; competence of management of educétianatitutions; professional

communication competence; personal competence.

The process in which the aims and learning outconae® been defined is multi-layered and
clearly described in the SERn addition, the learning outcomes of the programme are
periodically revised. They are followed throughoimbiodules as presented in the Table 1. Annex

1 describes how they are followed into assessment.

The programmeims and learning outcomes are publicly accessibl@hey are “publicly
announced on the official website of Lithuanian \Wmsity of Educational Sciences at:
www.leu.lt, on internet website of Faculty of Education at

/lwww.vpu.lt/ef/Page.aspx?pagelD=576n the internet website of the Open Information,

Counselling and Guidance System \atvw.aikos.smm.lt on the website of the Lithuanian

Higher Institutions Association for Organizing JoirAdmission (LAMA BPO) at:

www.lamabpo.lt Information on Master study programme is disset@d in the international
conferences ‘Mokymasis. Studijos. Karjera’ heldviimius and in fairs of Higher Education in
Kaunas, distributing flyers published by Departma&n€hildhood Studies during events of Open
Days.”
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The SEG reported about the problem thase becausenational strategic documents do not
provide for broader career possibilities and rematn@n increments for graduates from Master
study programmes, with exception of candidatepésts of heads of institutions, where this fact
is an advantage. Such a situation does not enceteaghers to pursue Master’s degree. Despite
this opinion of SEG, EET could, during the fieldsiviobserve that the graduates and their
professional competences are highly valued amoegethployers. EET also learned that the
programme is really enhancing the career of thdugtes. This became evident in the meetings
with alumni, employers and social partners. Thuee graduates’ qualifications meet the
expectations of the social partners and employetsa wide area, not only in the kindergartens
but also including business operations.

Consequently, EET evaluates fn®gramme aims and learning outcomes to be well dieked,

clear and publicly accessible.

2.1.2 Theprogramme aims and learning outcomes are based orhé academic and/or
professional requirements, public needs and the nde of the labour market The aims of the
study programme also correspond to the demandsohternationally known competence areas
in the field on ECE. This is seen for example inné&x 1, in which each part of the study
modules are briefly described regarding to tofigalinks with other parts of the study module
and other study modules. These abstracts showtlteatontent of the study models has been
considered from multiple perspectives indicatingttinational, international, theoretical and
practical discussions and viewpoints have beemtaki® account. Also the section 1.5 in the

SER presents the same issues.

2.1.3The learning outcomespresented in the SE&e explicit and consistent with the type
and level of studies (Level 7) and the level of glifications offered (1.3 chapter). However
EET believes that on viewing the final thesis, tjouthe team have made good efforts to
improve the standard of this work even more coa@dibne here to match EU level expectations.

2.1.4 In relation to the extent to whithe name of the programme, its learning outcomes,
content and the qualifications offered are compatile with each other,EET is satisfied that
this programme can be regarded as a Level 7 progeankEET observed only one problem

related to the name of the programme. It appeaas ith Lithuania there exists various
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interpretations of the concept and phenomenoneptitasd’re-schoal EET noted during visits

to colleges and universities various beliefs alaodt the term means, which are no consistent
and therefore confusing to EET and possibly to peosve students at Bachelors and Masters
degree in the area. Therefore, the name (and thes fof the programme) could be differently
interpreted from the original definition. EET recomnds that the name of the programme to be
revised and elaborated. Other countries in theuB& terms such as Early Childhood Studies
and Care or Early Childhood Education and Cares&lterms are more positive that the one

now in use.

2. Curriculum design

2.2.1 As to whethetthe curriculum design meets legal requirementsthe SER of the
programmePre-school Educatiopresents comprehensive information aboutthe streicif the
programme. EET approves the move to a module bpssgtamme which is designed to aid
international mobility. It is clear from the SERdathe site visit that the programme meets the
requirements for Master’s level study the ‘Degsiion of General Requirements for Master
Study Programmé 2010 and in the documenOn Approval of Description of Full-time and
Part-time Studies’, 2009The descriptions of study modules have been adthand attempts
have been made to link aims of modules to the legroutcomes and competences to be
developed in the study programme. The credits By$tas been changed as required by law to
use ECTS. EET was interested to see that the td\adhievement of students is presented using
qualitative descriptions which are linked to magkilevels. There has been a clear attempt to
focus the study modules towards the learning ouésoof the programme. EET also noted the
changes to the Master’'s papers in response toque\advice and their link t8tudiy darly

metodirs rekomendacijofMethodological Recommendations for Study Papers)

According to the SER, the curriculum design meegml requirements. The design of the Master
study programmePre-school Educationmeets all the requirements provided for ‘iFhe
Description of General Requirements of Master Stidhgrammesand is the same for full-time

and part-time studies (table 3,4).
2.2.2The study modules and their components (study sulgés) are spread evenly; none of

their themes are repetitive The studies are organised in study modules: studiesach study

module start with contact work, then a studentistidelf-dependently completing assignments
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provided for in the programme of the study modthe, studies of the module are finalised with

final accounting or examination.

2.2.3 As to whether theontent of the subjects/modules is consistent witihe type and level

of the studies,the SER and Annex 1 give good information. Thegpamme content is designed
to meet Level 7 requirements as per Bologna leasld national regulations. The content
together with the specific aims of each study medale meeting the level 7 requirements
studies. The SER describes the main ideas of thgrgzmme design as followingThe group of
core modules of the study fietnsists of: a) deeper specialised and compar#tizeretical
studies (discourses of children’s education, quahieories, conceptions of change, curriculum
theories, theories of children learning) - 4 modul¢0 ECTS); b) Methodology of Educational
Research on Childhood and Dissemination of ReseResults 2 modules (20 ECTS); - The
group of the university-prescribed alternativescid®e modules undertaken by the student
consists of two specialisations, which are avaddok students’ choice: dhe study modules
dedicated to acquisition a$pecialisation of consultant on quality of pre-smheducation
curriculum (3 modules, 30 ECTS); b) the study meduldedicated to acquisition of
specialisation of management of pre-school edueatistitutions (3 modules, 30 ECTS). The
first specialisation is of particular topicalitydaise pre-school education institutions creatd loca
education curricular and the demand for consultéuats already been identified. One study
module in this specialisation aims to help pre-sthend pre-primary teachers acquire new
competences of adult education (mentoring); - Ad students of the assessed study programme
write a Master’s paper: preparation of theoretstatly of the problem of MA paper, preparation
of the project of the research strategy, carryinga empiric research and writing of Master
paper - 2 modules (30 ECTS).

In the future, the relation between the modulesisowy on the consultations and the modules
focusing on the management should be more cledalyfied. EET was wondering if some
synthesis from the perspective of pedagogical lestdie could be developed.

2.2.4 The content and methods of the subjects/reedgkeem to be appropriate for the
achievement of the intended learning outcomes. Ardniadicates that a rich variety of methods
is used. The students have possibilities to sthdykey contents alone and together with the
other students. The clear criteria of the assessaien help the students to achieve the intended

learning outcomes.
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2.2.5 According to the study plan in semestéis scope of the programme is sufficient to
ensure the learning outcomegcontact work hours make up about 30 % of the velwhstudy
module and 26 % of the volume of the study programimdividual teacher-student tutorials
make up 3.31 % of the volume, whereas self-depdnderk equals 74 % of the volume of the
study programme). Full-time and part-time studiesrbt differ in their learning outcomes,
design and number of credits. The duration of parg studies does not exceed that of full-time
studies more than 1.5 times. Each semester studirntg 20 ECTS, 2 modules; thus 45 ECTS

per year is not exceeded.

The SER mainly justifies the new module —basediauitm design from the international
mobility point of view. It is reasonable to suppdine internationalisation processes this way.
Yet, EET recommends more perspectives to be takém account when justifying and
developing the module-based curriculum. For exantpb& module-based curriculum design
offers a good possibility to approach the programamas and learning outcomes from the

interdisciplinary perspectives.

2.2.6 As to whethethe content of the programme reflects the latestaievements in science,

art and technologies, EET was generally satisfied. The content desomgtiof the study
modules show that the staff members are familigin Wie recent scientific discussion related to
Early Year's Pedagogy, the learning and developmestesses in preschool age as well as the
issues related to the chancing childhood. EET &s iaformed of the plans for the nursery so
students can observe children in the universityrelation to the new technology, the Smart
boards were available.

3. Staff

2.3.1 According the SER, the Master study prograr®meeschool Educatiors implemented by

6 teachers of the Department of Childhood StudBedeachers from other departments of
Lithuanian University of Educational Sciences antedcher from a different institution. The
Chairperson of the Examination Commission was ahteafrom Siauliai University. Each
teacher has a sufficient number of research pamethe themes analysed in the taught study
subjects. In addition, EET were delighted to obseduring the site visit and meetings, the
harmonious and team oriented attitude of the sffffeir enthusiasm and commitment to
achieving excellence was outstanding together wittorward looking, self-critical approach.

EET were quickly made aware that this was a teaerchéned to improve and give of their best
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to the students of the programme. Energy levelhefstaff were high and it was obvious that
this attitude affected the students’ commitmenthi® learning outcomes of the programme. It
quickly became obvious to EET that good leadersiiithe programme was having a positive
effect. Thus, it can be stated thla¢ study programme is provided by the staff meetig legal

requirements.

2.3.2The qualifications of the teaching staff are adequa to ensure learning outcomesrhe

MA and PhD degrees the teaching staff have are atibd@ with the study modules they are in

charge of. That is evident on the basis of Anneka& describes the curriculum vitae of the

teaching staff. In addition, EET was satisfied thmatny of the staff have practical experience of
working in the field of preschool. The discussioithmthe social partners showed that the
professors of the programme are highly respectezhgrthe employers and social partners that

also indicates the relevance of the teaching gtafifications.

2.3.3 The staff-student —ratio seems to be ap@tpriThe number of teachers in the study
subject is optimal: each teacher delivers from 5 fmarts (study subjects) of the study module.
Teachers’ academic load is optimal, distributedoediog to areas that are topical to a teacher
and is properly regulated. However, the use of stafdent ratios related to numbers of student
on the programme and hours of teaching and supipgetgiven to the programme, would allow
EET to make a more appropriate judgement of thié gtavision for the programme. In many
ways, this appears generous, as student numberdoarein comparison with Master’s

programmes in other EU countries.

2.3.4 The structure of teaching staff accordingag® groups is appropriate. Teaching staff
turnover is able to ensure an adequate provisioth@fprogramme. The number of incoming
teachers was similar to that of outgoing ones. d&siyoung researchers became involved in the
process of the Master studies implementation, wHsEhT applauds as a strength of the

programme.

2.3.5 The university creates conditions for thefggsional development of the teaching staff
necessary for the provision of the programme. Tex@tiprofessional development is ensured by
the attestation system, which is regulabgdthe resolutions of LUES Senate, Rector’'s orders.
Teachers go through attestation every 3-5 yearsemuthers’ pedagogical, research, artistic and
educative activities are assessed. Thus, the tesagirefessional development is ensured at all
administrative levels (department, study committésgulty and university), and relevant
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information is publicly announced on the internetbsites of the Department, Faculty and
University. All the teachers are provided with elqaad appropriate conditions for formal and

non-formal professional development.

2.3.6 LEUS actively encourages academic staff tmime involved in research and in projects
with universities abroadlThe teachers of the Department of Childhood Studresconstantly
involved in applied research activities, which amnducted under openly-announced tenders.
Also the number of academic staff members withsaaech degree is high. The teaching staff of
the programme is involved in research (art) disecdlated to the study programme being
reviewed which is a strength of the programme. &ah the research projects have been
conducted in cooperation with students

EET noticed that the trend in the international ftityh international publishing and research
collaboration is increasing. However, EET encoasathe LEUS to increase the amount of the
international mobility and international reasegpciblishing.

4. Facilities and learning resources

2.4.1 As to whethethe premises for studies are adequatehe evidence provided in the SER
and by the site visit, indicated that the classrecame well equipped with multimedia and
additional classrooms were recently provided fa tise of the Faculty within the university.
From this year (2013) onwards students have adcessoms for self-study all of which are
equipped with computers, internet access, copyiqgipenent, accumulated scientific and

methodological literature, students’ course pafgashelor’'s and Master’s papers.

2.4.2 Classroom have been equipped with interaetivieeboards and staff trained in their use
whilst new computers have been acquired for stedant staff. Reading rooms, specialised
laboratories and study rooms are available foresitglto use. Specialised software for research
analysis is available. Students can access matariihe from remote access, as well as in the
institution. The library is well equipped with asseto a wide variety of data bases, journals and
national periodicals. Books are purchased annuaily the SER claims that the provision of
resources is adequate for the programme to be edetlvsuccessfully. The Laboratory of
Childhood Studies (Room 304) is a specialised tipraf pre-school education, housing a

collection of video films, catalogues of methodatad materials and defended study works.
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2.4.3 The University has adequate arrangementstdiolents’ practice with regard to conducting
research but they do not undertake teaching peaasicsuch. The students of the Master study
programme of Pre-school Education have their rebepractice and conduct research of the
project of the Master paper in pre-school educaitistitutions, pre-primary groups, centres for
non-formal education and others. The agreement@rdaw conducting of research are signed
with Vilnius Municipality and local governments dilnius district. Research carried out at
national level is agreed with the Ministry of Edtioa and Science. The number of places
appropriate for research practice is sufficienacBt for practice are suggested by the practice

tutor but the final decisions are made togetheh sitidents.

2.4.4 EET's field visit confirmed the facts presahin the SER. The new library is still waiting

rebuilding, so many books have to be stacked, a®sma to being on open display, but the
change in students’ learning habits has loweredh#®al for reading rooms and the provision of
open access computers, as many students possassvihelaptops. Thus, EET came to the
conclusion thathe premises for studies are adequate both in thesize and quality Also,

teaching materials are adequate and accessible

The Moodle—environment is used in the studiesnaihly the cooperation between the students
and teachers was noticed to be implemented vialemBET recommends that the virtual

learning environment needs to be improved further.

5. Study process and student assessment

2.5.1 The admission requirementsare well-founded. The entrants to the Master study
programmePre-school Educatiomre admitted to the study programme indicatedrasity in

the application and according to the highest cormpetpoint, which consists of the sum of
weighted averages of study subjects of the fundéaigem the study area of social sciences, the
specialist education study subjects in the studld fof educational science and the average of
final examinations. The procedure for admissioregulated by the Regulations for Admission
to Lithuanian University of Educational Sciencesd approved by the Order of Rector.

The programme enrols students straight from bachebmt also graduates with working
experience. All of them should provide evidencat ttiney have skills and abilities for further
studies.
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The SER expressed one problem that was revealed allrnthe admitted students start studies.
There seem to be multiple reasons for this. Cdytapart of the reasons is more related to the
situation in the labour market than to the prograram suchfFor example, the SEG observed
the problem that national strategic documents dgrmvide for broader career possibilities and
remuneration increments for graduates from Mastedys programmes, with exception of

candidates for posts of heads of institutions, whérs qualification is an advantage. Such a

situation does not encourage teachers to pursuteMadegree.

According to the ratio between students admittedth® study programme and successful
graduates about 70-75 % of the students succesgfaltiuate from the Master study programme
Pre-school Education Students who fail to complete the Master studygmmme due to a

number of reasons: maternity leave, a new job, etc.

2.5.2 The organisation of the study process ensures an eguate provision of the
programme and the achievement of the learning outecoes The SER’s Annex 15 clearly
describes the links of learning outcomes with idehlearning outcomes of study subjects and
methods of studies and achievement assessmenmngdDoreetings with staff and students it
became clear that the focus of the programme vesslgllinked from the learning outcomes of
the programmes to individual modules and that saaff students were clear as to how these
interlinked. The was a clarity of intent as to whas to be achieved, not only in the written
programme details, but also in the understanding attitudes demonstrated by staff and
students during the visit.

2.5.3 Students are encouraged to participate in researchartistic and applied research
activities. According to the SER, Master study programme esitgl are actively involved in
scientific activities. Five (5) Master programmeudsnts participated in the joint research
together with their teachers. The report on thé®agech is available on the internet. On the basis
of research conducted while writing their Mastepgra, students made presentations and
participated in conferences, wrote and publishéshsific papers individually and in cooperation
with their teachers. Every two years the Departnoéi@hildhood Studies and the Department of
the Fundamental of Education organise the conferértee World to Child: Education Realities
and Perspectives’, where Master study programméesta may participate and deliver their
presentations. The conference proceedings arespebliin a two-volume publication: Part 1.
Research Papers; Part 2. Presentations. Thusbihtissi are offered for involvement of Master
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programme students and Masters into research teadiviDuring the meeting with the
programme’s students, the EET was presented witlyreaamples from these kinds of joint
research projects. These joint research practiees to support the students in their academic
development. In addition, improving the quality thle dissertations is moving in the right
direction (the changes are presented in the SERRvever, some things need to be taken into
account.

e A clear discussion and justification for the tygen@ethods used to gather data — students
should explain the perspective adopted and theetyawf methods used to ensure
triangulation, validity, reliability and avoid bial is essential that consideration should
be given to the use of mixed methods and in sorsescqualitative methods alone when
attitudes and feelings are being explored.

e The discussion of research methods should be sigopdry references to research
practice theory from respected sources.

e A section to discuss the ethics of the researchgbendertaken, again supported by
references to theory, needs to be included.

e A final part which discusses the analysis of timeliings of the research, in contrast to the
material presented from the original literaturerslea Did the student find new or
different information or were the findings similartype to previous work? This in many
ways is the most important part of the work andusthanclude a critique of the research

process undertaken and suggestions for improvement.

2.5.4Students have opportunities to participate in studet mobility programmes. According

to the SER, from 2008 to 2012 eight (8) studenthefassessed study programme were involved
into programmes of academic mobility programmeshegar 2 students went to Poland, Spain,
Norway, Cyprus and Turkey. The number of incominglents to the Department of Childhood
Studies was similar: 11 students from foreign ursitees learnt about the system of pre-school
education in Lithuania: 5 from Finland, 6 from Kkhatan. Students’ mobility has been
promoted through module-based organization of thdiss. The level of the students’ mobility

IS going into the right direction, but more exchamgojects are required in the future.

2.5.5The University ensures an adequate level of acaderréind social support The studies

of the study module start with session of contaatkwwhen theoretical studies of problems are
conducted; self-dependent assignments in the matuties are explained. The Master study
programme students study independently in the UsityeLibrary and other libraries, research

and practical assignments are conducted in institsitrelated to pre-school education. During
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their self-dependent studies, Master programmeestsdsuccessfully consult teachers while
solving problems, searching for theoretical and hoéoblogical trends in studies, discussing
different approaches, etc. The studies of the neodale finalised with self-dependent
presentation of learning outcomes and assessmeathiévement of learning outcomes of the
module. The laboratory staff members of the Edooali Research Institute of the Faculty of
Education Science consult students regarding isstisgatistical analysis of quantitative data.
Students attend meetings with specialists of Car€entre of LUES. The Centre of

Psychological Consulting of the University providssidents with individual psychological

support.

2.5.6 Principles of the system of achievement assest are also presented in the SER. The
system of student achievements in the Master spumdgrammePre-school Educatiorenables
teachers to identify if a student has attained dlmas and learning outcomes of the study
programme. The learning outcomes are achieved isimidye or several related study modules.
Studying modules, interim evaluation (of parts tfdy modules, i.e., their components) and
final evaluations of learning outcomes of the statydule are conducted. Various methods and
forms of assessment are employed. Students’ kngwladd abilities are evaluated employing a
ten-point system and two forms of summative assessmprevail. The assessment criteria are
clearly described in Annex 1. On the whdleg assessment system of students’ performance

is clear and adequateThe dropout rate of students, who start studsdsw.

Since working with pre-school children teachersurexs higher level of competences of
consultant on quality of pre-school education cwiim and some of them need leaders’
competences, the Master study programme offers s$pecialisations:specialisation of

consultant on quality of pre-school education cocufum or specialisation of management of
pre-school education institutiongEvery year (with one exception in 2011) about gr@duates

complete the assessed Master study programme. #nalidemand for 12 — 15 Masters may be
forecast every year. It can be noted that professiactivities of the majority of graduates meet

the programme providers' expectations.

6. Programme management

2.6.1 Implementing the Master study progranfPne-school Educatigrthe quality is ensured at
the 4 levels: University, Faculty, and Departmend &tudy Programme Committee levels.

Therefore, responsibilities for decisions and manmig of the implementation of the programme

Studijy kokybkés vertinimo centras 18



are clearly allocated depending on the level. Theral coordination of studies at the
University, their monitoring and administrationcsnducted by the Vice-Rector for Studies. The
Dean is in charge of the study process and quilithe Faculty. The head of the department
initiates development and renewal of study prograsymperiodically checks the implementation
of the planned work of a teacher, attends lectprasfical, classes/seminars delivered by
teachers, expresses the opinion about the qudlityok to the Department and the Council of
the Faculty and assesses this work. The Committddaster Study ProgrammePre-school
Educationis in charge of development of the study programitserenewal and improvement,
observation of its quality and self-assessment. rEisponsibilities and functions of the Study
Programme Committee and the Department are detedmimthe document ‘Functions of the
Committees of Study Programmes at the Universppgraved by the Senate of the University of
28 March 2011.

2.6.2 According to data on information collectigrarticipation of social stakeholders in the
process of evaluation and improvement of the studprogramme, the survey on Master
programme students’ satisfaction with studies wasdacted in 2012, which shows that the
majority of students are satisfied with the qualEyery year, the survey on graduates’ opinion
about the study programme and success of theireccase conducted. Summarising, the
evaluation and improvement processes involve stddlehs and information and data on the

implementation of the programme are regularly abdld and analysed.

2.6.3The outcomes of internal and external evaluationsfahe programme are used for the
improvement of the programme Each year the Committee of Master Study PrograrRnee
school Educatiomiscusses issues related to the implementatisesament and improvement of
the study programme, and may change the aspectseostudy programme to respond to
constantly changing requirements for the quality stéidies provided for in legal acts.
Conclusions of external expert assessment are rgegseon the website of the Faculty of
Education, LUES. The SER notes the following changave been made since the last visit by
external experts:

a) to introduce the study module of Education Mamagnt. The module of specialisation of

Management of pre-school education institutions waeduced.

b) attempts to increase higher scientific leveMaister papers.

c) improvement of provision of studies with ICT.

d) better linking of practice and theory.
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A new study module of Education Management hasduited and implemented. EET was able
to read a range of MA thesis during the field viSiis reading showed that there were changes
in the thesis for example changing from page cotmt&/ord count, trying to bring in more

foreign literature, using a more mixed-method apphoin the research.

2.6.4 During the field visit, EET noticed the extrely good communication between the
employees, social partners and the staff that mp&ssible the continuous development of the

programme’s practices.

2.6.5 Generalising it may be statétiat management of the study programme and the
internal quality assurance measures are effectivend efficient, responsibilities are distributed
at various levels: Study Programme Committee, tepaditment, the Dean Office, the Council,

the Senate, etc.

[ll. RECOMMENDATIONS

1. It seems to exist various interpretations of thecept and phenomend?re-schoolin
Lithuania. Therefore, the name (and the focus efglogramme) could be differently
interpreted from the original definition. EET recomands that the name of the
programme be revised and elaborated.

2. The international research collaboration shoulthbeeased and developed further.

3. The improvement of the quality of the dissertatiamsmoving in the right direction.
However, some issues must be elaborated furthezselfare related to the research
ethical issues, the need for a clear discussionjastdication for the type of methods
used to gather data with references to reseachythibe chapter of final discussion that
includes theoretical and methodological reflections

4. The international mobility must be increased, Hotistudents and staff.

5. The virtual learning environment needs to be imptbvurther. The students and
teachers mainly communicate via email. The prograrhias the opportunity to use the
Moodle environment and this possibility should &leein more seriously into account.

6. Clear staff:student ratios are essential, as ia dath regard for local need for these
graduates.

7. Consideration should be given to taking student® dhe programme who have had
some years of teaching experience in the same @raaJeast to extending the length of

the programme in order to allow the students tdye@velop to Master’s level.
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V. SUMMARY

The analysis of SER and the field visit experienoe€£ET indicate that the programme is
constantly improved and seriously developed. Theg &ndicate that the external evaluation

feedback has been heard and the recommendatioasban put into practice.

The learning resources for implementing the prognais activities are very good. It is clear the
programme has a clear vision of where it wantsoto itjis very clearly focused on the child and
high quality preschool education. The programme &las an international dimension that is
focussed on the aim of improving the internatiomalbility and research collaboration. The
international dimension is seen in the studentselitations and their references, too.

EET was pleased to notice that the students reallyn to achieve the learning outcomes. This
became evident, especially in the discussions thighsocial partners and employers. Multiple
examples were given concerning the professionalpetemcies the graduates have brought to
workplaces. Obviously, the programme is enhandiegcareer of the students and it is very clear
for the social partners and employers that thieappening in the wide area not only in the
kindergartens but also including business.

EET noticed that the communication between thd,stafdents and social partners is extremely
good. The staff members also seem to work as ancomty when reflecting and developing the
teaching and research practices. The programnrasséz be an important part of a larger

network developing preschool education in the wicolentry.

EET would like to present some issues the staffilshelaborate further.

EET recommends that LEUS give careful consideratiothe title of the Preschool programme
so as to clarify the key idea which it is address&ET has noticed that there exist various
interpretations concerning the concept of preschaal preschool education in Lithuania.
Therefore, the EETE recommends revision of the naroge’s title. Titles such as the “Early

Childhood Education and Care” or the “Early Yeadu&ation” might be more appropriate.

Even if the trend in international mobility and easch activities is increasing, they must be

developed further. Also the virtual learning enuinzent needs to be improved further.

The improving the quality of the dissertations isving into right directions. However, some

things need to be taken into account as EET hasousdy recommended in the section 2.5.3.
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V. GENERAL ASSESSMENT

The study programmEre-school educatiofstate code — 621X20013) at Lithuanian University

of Educational Sciences is given positive evalumatio

Study programme assessment in points by evaluateas

No. Evaluation Area E\'/aluatllon Areq
in Points*

1. | Programme aims and learning outcomes 3
2. | Curriculum design 3
3. | Staff 4
4. | Material resources 3
5 Study process and ‘assessment (student admissiody proces 3

" | student support, achievement assessment)
6 Programme management (programme administraticerniak quality 3

" | assurance)

Total: 19

*1 (unsatisfactory) - there are essential shortogsithat must be eliminated;

2 (satisfactory) - meets the established minimuguirements, needs improvement;
3 (good) - the field develops systematically, hasinttive features;

4 (very good) - the field is exceptionally good.

Grupes vadovas: Dr. Gillian Lesley Scott Hilton
Team leader:

Grupes nariai:

) Prof. dr. Peadar Cremin
Team members:

Prof. dr.Kirsti Karila
Tatjana Kriliuviere
Ruta Bikulkiute
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Santraukos vertimas iS angh kalbos

<...>

V. APIBENDRINAMASIS IVERTINIMAS

Lietuvos edukologijos universiteto stugiprogramakimokyklire edukologija(valstybinis kodas
— 621X20013) vertinama teigiamai.

Eil. Vertinimo sritis Srities
jvertinimas,
Nr. balais*
1. Programos tikslai ir numatomi studiezultatai 3
2. Programos sandara 3
3. Personalas 4
4. Materialieji iStekliai 3
5. Studij eiga ir jos vertinimas 3
6. Programos vadyba 3
IS viso: 19

*1 - Nepatenkinamai (yra esmipirikumy, kuriuos litina pasalinti)
2 - Patenkinamai (tenkina minimalius reikalavineskia tobulinti)
3 - Gerai (sistemiskai glojama sritis, turi savitbruozy)

4 - Labai gerai (sritis yra iSskirgéh

V. SANTRAUKA

Savianalizs suvestigs (toliau SS) analizir EG patirtis vizito metu patvirtino, kad program
nuolatos geja ir labai patobujo. Taip pat nurodoma, kad buvo atsizvelgtsorinio jvertinimo

metu gauwt griztamyjj ry§ ir rekomendacijos buvo pritaikytos praktikoje.

Mokymosi resursai, skirti programos vejkjgyvendinimui, yra labai geri. Neabejotina, kad
programa turi aiSkivizija, ko yra siekiama: @nesys sutelkiamas ties vaiku ir aukstos kakyb
ikimokykliniu ugdymu. Programoje numatytas ir taptinis aspektas, kurio tikslas yra pagerinti
tarptautin mobilumy ir bendradarbiavimatliekant tyrimus. Tarptautinis aspekiaselgiamas ir

studeng baigiamuosiuose darbuose bei juose pateikiamos®dase literafirg.
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EG buvo malonu pastéty, kad studentai is tikijy pasiekia studij rezultatus. Tuo yggsitikinta
diskusiy su socialiniais partneriais ir darbdaviais metuv® pateikta daugialypi pavyzdzy,
susijusyy su profesiamis kompetencijomis, kuriomis absolventai pasizyateje dirbti.
Akivaizdu, kad programa pragia studeni karjeros galimybes. Socialiniams partneriams ir

darbdaviams aisku, kad tai apima platesritj, ne tik darZelius, bet ir versl

EG pastebo, kad personalo, studenir socialiny partnery bendravimas yra ypatingai geras.
Personalas, reflektuodamas ir vystydamas mokynyrimy praktika, dirba kaip bendruomeén
Veikiausiai programa yra labai svarbi didéssistemos, vystéis ikimokyklinj Svietimg visoje

Salyje, dalis.
EG notty pamireti kelety aspekd, kuriuos personalas ity toliau tobulinti.

EG rekomenduoja LEU gerai apsvarstyti ikimokyknedukologijos programos pavadiaim
tam kad Ity aiSkiau atspingta pagrindig programos iéja. EG pastefjo, kad Lietuvojgvairiali
interpretuojamosavokos ,ikimokyklinis* ir ,ikimokyklinis ugdymas”. odl EG rekomenduoja
IS naujo apsvarstyti programos pavadiginiokie pavadinimai kaip ,Ugdymas ir priéia

ankstyvoje vaikysge" arba ,Ugdymas ankstyvaisiais metais" galbaty tinkamesni.

Net ir didjant tarptautinio mobilumo ir tyrim veikly tendencijai, tai toliau reéity tobulinti.

Taip pat ir virtualy mokymosi aplink.

Baigiamyjy darhy kokybés gerinimas vykdomas tinkamomis linkmis. T&iau reikéty atkreipti

déemeg | kele aspeki, kuriuos EG rekomendavo 2.5.3 skyriuje.

lll. REKOMENDACIJOS

1. Lietuvoje veikiausiai egzistuojaairiy sgvokos ir fenomendkimokyklinisinterpretaciy.
Todel pavadinimas (ir programos tikslas) gatitbsuprastas ne taip, kaip originaliame
apibrezime. Ekspert grupe (toliau EG) rekomenduoja petizéti ir detalizuoti programos
pavadining.

2. Reikety labiau bendradarbiauti ir toliaugbbti tarptautinius tyrimus.

3. Baigiamyjy darhy kokybés gerinimas vykdomas tinkama linkme.c¢iea kai kas dar
turéty bati toliau tobulinama. Tai susijsu tyrimy etika, aiSkaus naudojanduomen
rinkimo metod, aptarimo ir pagrindimo poreikiu, pateikiant nucasg tyrimy teorija;
baigianyja diskusijos dalimi, kuri apimttiek teorirg, tiek metodologia refleksip.

4. Reikety didinti tiek studeny, tiek personalo tarptaufimobilums.
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5. Reikéty toliau tobulinti virtualy mokymosi aplink. Studentai ir éstytojai daugiausia
bendrauja elektroniniu pastu. Programoje numatgtenybé naudoti ,Moodle* aplink,
tockl ja reikéty rim¢iau apsvarstyti.

6. Labai svarbu Zinoti ai§kdéstytojy ir studeni santyk, taip pat kaip ir duomenis, apie
vietin; tokiy absolveni poreil.

7. Reikéty apsvarstyti, kaip program jtraukti studentus, kurie jau turi kelenmety darbo
patirties Sioje srityje, arba bent jau kaip &l program, kad studentai iS tikjy
pasiekty magistro lyg.
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