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Key Parameters of Study Quality. 
– aims and goals indicated in the study programme meets the expectations of students who live in a very dynamic world where professional qualities are valued more and more;
– content of the programme is in conformity with the aims and goals of the
programme;
– content of the study programme is in conformity with the level of knowledge in the area (field) of science (arts)
– acquired knowledge, skills and abilities are in conformity with the requirements for professional activities
1. Introduction
Vilnius College in Higher Education is the Lithuanian non-university educational institution, where the students acquire non-university education.

The faculty of pedagogy consists of 6 study programs that are well connected in communication, collaboration, teaching and learning practices.

The program Teaching Fine Arts and Technologies is embedded in the departments of Art Pedagogy, Pedagogy and Psychology and Methodology of Education.

From the outset this program has put emphasis on creativity with regard to experimental exploration of tools, skills and competences in visual culture and its pedagogical relevance in the context of teaching and learning. 

On the basis of a thorough prepared organization, implementation and dissemination of the self-assessment procedures and outcomes, the advisory board, academic staff, students, graduates, employers other stakeholders achieved to deliver a comprehensive and clearly structured report.
2. Aims and goals of the study program
Vilnius College and the study program in particular, pursues on ambitious educational goals, which encompass open, democratic and humanistic approaches in the direction of intertwined socio-cultural values. 
The study program Teaching of Fine Art and Technologies particularly takes into account paradigmatic changes adhering to globally connected learning cultures versus knowledge container based instruction. Consequently, the program seeks to strive for a contextualized view on art, media, culture and technology.
Students are recruited from all over Lithuania, yet the majority (70%) comes from Vilnius district and 80% of faculty graduates are employed in Vilnius region. 
The specific goal is to train Art and Technology teachers, who facilitate and oversee the learner’s diverse visual creative activities, to communicate and collaborate with participants of educational processes, to organize, plan and assess the process of education to improve continually professional competences.
3. The Program
3.1 Structure, contents and study methods
The four-year Art and Technology study program (160 credits) is integral, including subjects of art, technologies and educology. Structure, contents and study methods give enough room for a solid basic education together with specialization subjects that help to promote individual study orientations.

From the student voices we concluded that the curriculum does not confine them in exploring and organizing individual paths within the given framework.

A positive trend in this program can be identified in the overall pedagogical setting, through facilitation of individual learning paths and self-study modes, stimulation of critical thinking, development of competences and skills that give students appropriate tools at hand to be able to identify, collect and analyze media-specific information resources and to apply them in relevant educational contexts.

Furthermore, the faculty endorses and supports student engagement in a variety of cultural and informal educational activities. 

3.2 Execution of studies and support for students
Subject design and development in this program similarly takes into account the professional competences required, interdisciplinary study options, assignment and assessment criteria, placements and further education.

With regard to student-centered learning, encouragement of critical reflection, self-analysis, problem-solving and peer review marks out a positive development of students’ abilities to improve their general and professional skills and competencies.

Student support is well organized and encompasses need-based scholarships and individual grants within the framework of Erasmus exchange programs. The faculty undertakes several promotion activities to familiarize future students with the specialties of the running program. 

3.3 Variation in the number of students 
A downtrend of applicants and entrants can be observed over a period of five years. This is partly owed to internal factors, i.e. several potential students are deterred from the entrance examination and external factors, for example low prestige and salary of a teacher, demographic profile. The drop out rate is marginal (1,4 % in 2007) and is partly due to inaptitude to meet the study requirements, but more accountable are conflicts to combine work, private life and studies.

3.4 Teaching staff
The faculty supports and evaluates on an annual basis teacher’s continuing qualifications. 

It appears, not only on paper, but also from discussions with the staff that due to lack of financial incentives and restricted career perspectives, the motivation to conduct research or postgraduate studies has a certain limit. 

Although the staff is highly motivated and innovation- friendly, a more systematic approach towards autonomous operating research and teaching units would help raising the general profile in the future. 

It is thus essential for the entire staff to concentrate more on artistic and scientific elements of educational research.

The general tendency at the faculty to promote teacher exchange and international conference participation, additional qualifications in foreign, predominantly English language proficiency, are in fact positive signals in the direction of internationalization. 

3.5 Advantages and disadvantages of the program
In summary, the study program and its main actors involved convey a very positive picture.

The program seeks to constantly develop further innovative teaching and studying methods. Theory and practice complement one another in a dynamic interplay of collaboration and communication processes among highly motivated teachers and students. 

The faculty provides social, psychological and academic student support in form of need-based scholarships and students who are studying abroad within exchange programs are granted scholarships from the faculty.

A vibrant networking culture among graduates, employers, students and staff ensures dynamism and constant monitoring and improvement and of teaching and learning practices. 

Added value can be attributed to intense collaboration with other educational institutions and informal institutions in private cultural and educational sectors.

Improvable in this study program are the management of study groups in terms of numbers, suitable spaces and ICT infrastructure.

Research and development needs to be amplified and systematized by distinctive scientific disciplines. Staff must become more active in conducting individual or collaborative artistic and scientific research in visual culture, cognitive, social, education and material sciences. 

In regard to Bologna Process 2010, the college needs to undertake all necessary steps to comply with the main objectives in time, i.e. the adoption of a system of easily readable and comparable degrees; the adoption of a system essentially based on two cycles; the establishment of the European Credit Transfer System (ECTS); the promotion of mobility and the promotion of European co-operation in quality assurance.

As the demographic profile suggests along with the enormous pressure higher educational institutions face across Europe to recruit a stable number of students, the institution and the study program are forced to create its unique selling point. In case of the Fine Arts and technology program this would mean the development of a stronger specialization focus that takes into account the expertise and qualification needed for a future job market.
4.  Material conditions
In general the college provide a solid infrastructure that ensures an almost smooth flow of teaching and learning. Yet, there can be improvements done in for example upgrading the ICT infrastructure, change of existing learning space arrangements into more open space and dialogue supporting configurations. 
5.  External relations
The faculty is very active to get involved in exhibitions and regional cultural events. Whereas international forms of collaboration are developing gradually across the diverse study programs. 

Student participation in Socrates/Erasmus programs encompasses 14 outgoing students with destinations in Belgium, Finland and Denmark. 

In addition to university and non-university higher educational institutions, the Fine Arts and Technology program has established active collaborations with different schools, the ethnic cultural centre, museums, libraries and other cultural institutions.

An active hub for dissemination of best practices are the department seminars and conferences that mainly target at practitioners, decision and policy maker.

Appreciable is the active involvement in cultural activities of institutions with special needs.
6. Feedback
The foundation of the seamless working feedback mechanisms is grounded in the department’s intense cooperation with different educational, cultural institutions and organizations. This leads to constant improvements of teaching practices, evaluation of job and career perspectives and employment possibilities in the region. Involved in these processes are the chief administration of Vilnius region, departments of education, culture and sports, principals of basic schools and teachers responsible of teaching practices.

An important role is played by the head of practical training department, who aggregates and evaluates the information coming from the institutions, placements, assessments, choices of schools, employment of graduates.

Another important source of information from where to get feedback on study quality improvement are seminars and conferences that are organized for school principals and teachers from basic and secondary schools.
7. Internal quality assurance
Internal study quality assurance system is an integral part of Vilnius College of Higher Education and was introduced the first time in 1998. It comprises assessment, self-assessment and improvement at all institutional levels. The tools, means and methods applied meet national and international requirements for higher non-university education. 

One of the featured priorities of internal quality insurance is based on profound analysis of study program‘s effectiveness and possibilities for improvement, therefore this process counts on proposals and recommendations from teachers, students and social partners. 
8. Recommendations for the study programme 
8.1. Highly Recommended 
· Research and development needs to be amplified and systematised by distinctive scientific disciplines. Staff must become more active in conducting individual or collaborative artistic and scientific research in visual culture, cognitive, social, educational and material sciences. 

· In regard to the Bologna Process 2010, the college needs to undertake all necessary steps to comply with the main objectives in time, i.e. the adoption of a system of easily readable and comparable degrees; the adoption of a system essentially based on two cycles; the establishment of the European Credit Transfer System (ECTS); the promotion of mobility and the promotion of European co-operation in quality assurance.

· As the demographic profile suggests along with the enormous pressure higher educational institutions face across Europe to recruit a stable number of students, the institution and the study program are forced to create its unique selling point. In case of the Fine Arts and Technology program this would mean the development of a stronger specialisation focus that takes into account the expertise and qualifications needed for the future job market.

· Upgrade the ICT infrastructure and change the existing learning space arrangements into more open space and dialogue supporting configurations. 
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 Dalyvavo Tarybos nariai: Juozas Atkočiūnas, Vytautas Daujotis, Kęstutis Dubnikas, Jonas Gudmonas, Rimantas Jankauskas, Onutė Junevičienė, Vytautas Juščius, Juozas Kulys, Daina Lukošiūnienė, Vida Staniulienė, Marijonas Rimantas Urbonavičius.

Posėdyje taip pat dalyvavo: direktorius E. Stumbrys (svarstant 1-9 klausimus), Studijų vertinimo skyriaus vedėjas A. Šerpatauskas, laikinai einanti skyriaus vedėjo pavaduotojos pareigas R.Šlikaitė (svarstant 2 ir 10-11 klausimus) , vyr. specialistė D. Buivydienė (svarstant 3-5 ir 9 klausimus), ekspertai A. Šnaras (svarstant 9 klausimą), V. Salienė (svarstant 11 klausimą), D. Pociūtė-Abukevičienė (svarstant 11 klausimą), Vytauto Didžiojo universiteto atstovė I. Dabašinskienė (svarstant 3 klausimą), Vilniaus pedagoginio universiteto atstovai V. Matonis, G. Riškutė, R. Mikučionytė, S. Ustilaitė, V. Gudžinskienė, R. Proškuvienė, A. Vilkas (svarstant Vilniaus pedagoginio universiteto edukologijos ir dailės krypčių studijų programas), Šiaulių universiteto atstovai V. Žalys, I. Burneikienė (svarstant Šiaulių universiteto dailės krypties studijų programas), Švietimo ir mokslo ministerijos atstovas S. Grybkauskas (svarstant 3 klausimą), Žemaitijos kolegijos atstovės S. Savickienė, J. Venclovienė (svarstant Žemaitijos kolegijos dailės krypties studijų programą), Marijampolės kolegijos atstovai K. Traškevičius, N. Vosylienė (svarstant Marijampolės kolegijos dailės krypties studijų programą), Vilniaus universiteto atstovė N. Bražėnienė (svarstant Vilniaus universiteto edukologijos krypties studijų programą).

DARBOTVARKĖ: <...>
       9. Išorinio išsamiojo dailės krypties studijų programų vertinimo išvadų svarstymas.

<...>

9. SVARSTYTA. Išorinio išsamiojo dailės krypties studijų programų vertinimo išvados.

<...>


NUTARTA:

1. Pritarti ekspertų grupės parengtoms vertinimo išvadoms ir siūlymui akredituoti be sąlygų

· Vilniaus kolegijos koleginių studijų programą Dailės ir technologijų pedagogika (65302M107).

<...>
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